Town of Southampton 
Sustainability Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday February 16th, 2016 Southampton Town Hall
Members present: D. Von Lehsten (DVL), A. Reisman (AR), J. Burmeister (JB), B. Chaleff (BC), L. Arthur (LA), A. Reisman (AR), J. Barrows (JB2), J. Scherer (JS)
Non members present: J. Bouvier (JB3), F. Zappone (FZ), T. Brolin (TP), D. Matheson (DM), J. Becerra (JB3) 
Meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM. Meeting minutes from February 2nd, 2016 were approved.
Progression and Discussion of 400+ Components
General Discussion Overview, as expanded below: Tip Brolin discussed his involvement in Citizens’ Climate Lobby, a nonprofit and non partisan organization which lobbies for legislation at the federal level as far as CO2 emissions; he has worked in the energy field his whole career as a nuclear engineer and he was a member of the Green Committee for 4 years. The temperature has increased steadily since 1909, caused in great part by the green house effect. Human impact has mainly been contributing to the levels of CO2 in the atmosphere: levels were steady until the appearance of humans; since the Industrial Revolution, CO2 has increased dramatically. This results in drought, severe storms, ocean warming, erosion of ice, etc. Eventually, if the pattern is to continue, extinction may occur. That is why there is an urgent need to substitute with carbon free energy sources. One of the main lobby points of Citizens’ Climate Lobby is to propose a cost per ton to the Treasury Department, later refunding to households. This would be accomplished by imposing a Carbon Fee and Dividend. Therefore, the Committee should contact Congressman Zeldin and get him to support the Gibson Resolution.
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1. EDUCATION 
a. Town Employees 
b. Homeowners and Other Residents
c. Business Owners
d. Primary School education
e. Educational signage 
f. Food Production & Consumption
g. Outreach – AR on Climate Smart Communities: the Town Board had signed up to be a climate smart community back in 2012. They have done the first step. On a recent webinar, only six communities in New York have done enough to be certified. Recently, they have tried to make it easier to participate in the program. She will look into what it takes to be a climate smart community. 
LA on public forums: she came up with an idea to use a NYSERDA grant that we were given and haven’t used yet. It could be used for marketing program, green homes, solarize and possibly a third program having to do with thermostats. The Committee needs to develop a marketing program and go out more proactively, making presentations everywhere possible. 
JB2: consumers are more exposed to confusing marketing in regards to “green” products. In the marketing piece, the Committee should utilize other names, such as High Performance. A recent NHB commission study found that people respond more to such terms as “performance”, and not “efficiency”.
2. WATER
a. Regional Clean Water Coalition 
b. Surface Water Quality 
c. Education 
d. Regulated Water Conservation 
e. Water Treatment and Reuse
f. Landscape Management
g. Drinking Water Quality
h. Groundwater Protection
i. Stormwater Management 
j. Wetlands Protection
k. Floodplains
l. [bookmark: _GoBack]Planning and Emergency Mgmt
3. ECONOMICS 
a. Sustainability Index
b. Green Business Development
c. Resource Sharing
d. Affordable Housing
e. Sustainable Economy
4. LAND USE
a. Climate Action Plan
b. Land Use Plan 
c. Open Space Preservation
d. New Open space
e. Biomass Preservation
f. Environmental Restoration
g. Neighborhood Pattern and Design
h. Heat Island Effect
5. TRANSPORTATION & AIR QUALITY
a. Idling Reduction
b. Bicycle Use
c. Complete Streets
d. Demand – Reduce VMT
e. Public Transportation
f. Parking
g. Reduced Emissions Alt Fuel 
h. Neighborhood Pattern and Design
i. Resilient Infrastructure 
6. ENERGY / CARBON
a. Long Term Energy Planning
b. Energy and Carbon Audits
c. Clean Energy Renewable – JS on NY Prize: created a circuit diagram that incorporates facilities. Stage 1 is the feasibility study, where if the numbers work out, one moves on to the competition for Stage 2. The biggest problem right now is the hospital moving. So it was necessary to mention that it can still be done because the hospital will not be moving for many years to come. A mix of heat plant, thermal, and solar would be used. Then would need to finalize in terms of components and hand it over to a 3rd party verification. As a backup plan, we should include Main Street, businesses and apartments, and mention a potential sewage system.
LA on Community Solar: this has been approved, and will get the RFP soon. Also, unless there is a reason that the Town doesn’t want to recommend leasing, they should offer it. 
d. Energy and Carbon Reduction – JB3 on CCL: How will the monetary difference for substituting CO2 be covered? It needs to be made clear before going to Zeldin. His staff is critical to changing his mind, but the money in politics is still a problem: Zeldin has support from fossil fuel industries and may be hard to get his support.  
BC: the reasons these companies are committing to other energy sources is because the people who buy their products want green products. Green is everywhere in the market, and these forces are pulling companies that have nothing to do with green to go in that direction regardless. 
e. Education
7. GREEN BUILDING
a. Sustainable New Construction – BC on building department codes: he met with East Hampton sister organization, and East Hampton Town is finally on board: they voted to bring their building department up to speed on energy requirements. Mike Benincasa agrees to what has been done over there and wants to bring the lower tier requirement up: the bigger the house the more stringent the requirement. Benincasa would be willing to work on the bi-town committee in order to create one energy code that works for both towns. 
b. Green Building Education
c. Water Efficiency in Buildings
d. Heat Island Effect - Roofs
8. WASTE
a. Municipal Facility Recycling
b. Comprehensive E Waste Recycling
c. Plastic Recycling
d. Waste – BC on Shinnecock Nation waste treatment: they are having a meeting on February 22nd which he is supposed to be invited to. Will send out email making sure he can attend.
e. Waste Education 
f. School Recycling/Trex 
g. Materials Exchange
h. Paper Waste
i. Building waste
j. Hazardous Waste
k. Product Stewardship
l. Long Term Waste Planning – FRNCA pilot in process
9. QUALITY OF LIFE
a. Promotion of Physical Activity
b. Local Food
c. Air Quality 
d. Facade Improvement
e. Education
f. Emergency Preparedness
10.   STEWARDSHIP
a. Trail Preservation
b. Historic Places 
c. Fisheries
d. Nutrients in Environment
e. Education 
f. Vacant Land
g. Forest and Vegetation
** Meeting was adjourned at 5:30 PM. Please be advised that our next meeting will be Tuesday March 1st, 2016 at 4:00PM in the lower level conference room of Southampton Town Hall.


